
September 8, 2025 
 
Ambassador Jürg Lauber 
President of the UN Human Rights Council 
Office of the President 
Palais des Nations, Room E-3057 
United Nations Office in Geneva 
via email: hrcpresidency@un.org 
cc: ohchr-hrcouncil@un.org; ohchr-hrcngo@un.org 
 
Re: Addressing Non-cooperation of the US federal government in the UPR 
 
Your Excellency, 
 
We, the undersigned state legislators and local elected officials dedicated to the protection and 
promotion of human rights, wish to express our deep concern over the United States federal 
government’s official withdrawal from the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) process, an 
unprecedented step that signals a worrying retreat from our human rights obligations. While we 
understand that UN General Assembly resolution 60/251 establishing the UPR process commits 
the Council to undertaking a review “with the full involvement of the country concerned,” given 
the U.S. disengagement from the Human Rights Council and its flippant disregard for its main 
pillars - Special Procedures and the UPR process - we respectfully request that the Council 
complete this crucial peer-to-peer assessment of the U.S.’ human rights record regardless of 
whether the U.S. federal government participates in the process. 
 
As duly elected representatives of the millions of people in the United States, we stand 
ready—guided by a commitment to international cooperation—to appear before this Council and 
engage in a substantive and constructive dialogue with fellow member states regarding the 
United States’ human rights record. In doing so, we seek to strengthen our adherence to 
international human rights obligations and reaffirm our dedication to contributing responsibly and 
meaningfully to the protection of human rights at the state and local levels. 
 
We also recognize that the responsibility to uphold and implement the United Nations’ human 
rights recommendations does not rest solely with the federal government. As state and local 
officials, we hold the authority, capacity, and duty to advance these principles within our 
jurisdictions. We are committed to doing our part to ensure that human rights are protected and 
promoted in communities across the United States, and to working in partnership with global 
institutions toward a more just and equitable world. 
 
As state and local elected officials, we recognize and commend the substantial efforts of human 
rights advocates, community-based organizations, and civil society actors across the United 
States who submitted 155 stakeholder reports to inform the UPR process. These contributions 
reflect a profound and ongoing commitment to ensuring that the United States moves toward 
greater alignment with international human rights standards. The reports draw international 



attention to the administration’s failure to protect the rights of Indigenous communities; the mass 
and illegal detention and deportation scheme that suspends the human rights of migrants; the 
systemic injustices of the criminal legal system, including the practice of forced prison labor and 
extreme sentences such as death by incarceration; water injustices as a manifestation of 
environmental racism; the expansion of the “terrorism” framework and vast surveillance 
infrastructure used to repress expression; U.S. complicity in advancing violations of domestic 
and international law in Gaza by exporting arms to Israel; the regression on reproductive rights 
and bodily autonomy; and the criminalization of homelessness and poverty. These contributions 
reflect both the genuine commitment of the people and communities across the United States to 
advancing human rights and the deep concern expressed by communities across our country, 
particularly those marginalized by U.S. policies. 
 
As elected representatives at the state and local levels, we are committed to addressing these 
violations within our jurisdictions. We view the UPR process not only as a moment of global 
accountability, but also as an opportunity to deepen our responsibility to advance human rights 
for all people living in the United States. We cannot, in good conscience, remain silent in the 
face of the federal government’s blatant disregard for basic human rights and willful attack on 
standards and principles of international law. We therefore welcome the opportunity to engage 
with our global partners and to reaffirm—publicly and unequivocally—our commitment to 
upholding universal principles of human dignity. We further reaffirm the fundamental 
responsibility of government at all levels to ensure the protection and fulfillment of the human 
rights of all people within our borders. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Representative Esther Agbaje, Minnesota 
Representative Jose Alvarez, Florida 
Councilor Shawna Ambrose, Colorado 
Representative Marianna Anaya, New Mexico 
Senator Nickie J. Antonio, Ohio 
Vice President Valarie Bachelor, Oakland District 6,​California  
Representative Kristin Bahner, Minnesota 
Amanda Barber, Pennsylvania 
Councilman Dan Barrios, Texas  
Councilor Sean M Beck, Ohio 
Representative Della Au Belatti, Hawaii 
Hon. Mayor Celina R. Benitez, Maryland 
Councilor Laura Bergus, JD, Iowa  
Senator Nate Blouin, Utah 
Representative LaVon Bracy Davis, Florida 
County Commissioner Dakkia Bradshaw, Georgia 
Representative Tim Briggs, Pennsylvania 
Representative Daryl Campbell, Florida 
Representative Mary Beth Canty, Illinois 



Representative Kelly Cassidy, Illinois 
Board Member Markus Ceniceros, Arizona 
Rashelle Chase-Miller​, Oregon 
Crystal Chism, Texas 
County Legislator Reed Cleland, New York 
Representative Chad Clifford, Colorado 
Representative Esme Cole, Vermont 
Valena Coleman-Dibba, Wisconsin 
Board Director Ashley Comans, Pennsylvania 
Councilmember Alison Coombs, Colorado  
Councilmember Isabel Cruz, Colorado  
Councilwoman Dana Dominguez, Iowa 
Chair Katrina Doughty, Oregon  
Representative Steve Elkins, Minnesota 
Councilman Mario Enriquez, MPA, California 
Representative Anna V. Eskamani, PhD, Florida 
Trustee Erin Evans, Ph.D., California  
State Representative Sandra Feist, Minnesota 
Representative Peter M. Fischer, Minnesota 
Honorable Rhiannon Ford, Arizona 
Assemblymember Phara Souffrant Forrest, RN, New York 
Senator Hillman Frazier, JD, Mississippi 
Representative Gary Friedmann, Maine 
Jessie L Fuentes, Illinois 
Mayor Pro Tem Vanessa Fuentes, Texas 
Councilmember Brenda Gadd, Tennessee  
Representative Eric Gallager, New Hampshire 
Representative Mark Gamba, Oregon 
José Gamero-Georgeson, David Douglas School Board, Vice-Chair, Oregon  
Representative Brian Garcia, J.D., Arizona 
Commissioner Alex Garza, Michigan 
Representative Kristian Grant, Michigan 
Mayor April Graves, Minnesota 
Representative Julie Greene, Minnesota 
Representative William Greer​, Vermont 
Representative Mia Gregerson, Washington 
Senator Graciela Guzman, Illinois 
Committeeman Jonathan Guzman, Massachusetts  
Ald. Maria Hadden, Illinois 
Council Member Shahana Hanif, New York 
Representative Sonya M. Harper, Illinois 
Representative Rita Harris, Florida 
Representative Pricey Harrison, North Carolina 
Chief Gary Harrison, Chickaloon Village, Alaska 



Representative Barbara Hernandez, Illinois 
Representative Yvonne Hayes Hinson, Florida 
Representative El-Mahdi Holly, Georgia 
Councilwoman Stephanie Howse-Jones, Ward 7, Ohio 
Commissioner Matt Hughes, MPA, North Carolina  
Senator Megan Hunt, Nebraska 
Commissioner Jon Irons, Pennsylvania 
Representative Kim Coco Iwamoto, J.D., Hawaii 
Rev. Senator Kim Jackson, Georgia 
City Council Member Carolyn Jackson, Minnesota 
Board President Christopher Jaramillo, M.S. Ed, Pennsylvania 
Dr. Tarece Johnson-Morgan, Georgia  
Representative Alex Joers, Wisconsin 
Senator Shevrin “Shev” Jones, Florida 
Representative Dotie Joseph, Florida 
Senator Cathy Kipp, Colorado 
Representative Liish Kozlowski, Minnesota 
Representative Larry Kraft, Minnesota 
Alderperson Daniel La Spata, Illinois 
Representative Nicole Leapley, New Hampshire  
Barbara Lee - Mayor, City of Oakland, California 
Representative Fue Lee, Minnesota 
Commissioner Ericka Lesley, Califor 
Representative Tina Liebling, Minnesota 
Representative Sarah Liguori, Arizona 
Councilmember Christian Luna-Leal, Colorado  
City Council Member Leni Manaa-Hoppenworth, Chicago, Illinois 
Delegate Ashanti Martinez, Maryland 
Senator Erin Maye Quade, Minnesota 
Representative La'Tasha D. Mayes, Pennsylvania 
Representative Annie E. McDaniel, South Carolina 
Representative Michelle McGaw, Rhode Island 
Representative Mekyah Q McQueen, Georgia 
Senator Natalie Murdock, North Carolina 
Councilwoman of Iowa Colony Arnetta Murray, Texas 
Representative Michelle Mussman, Illinois 
Representative Tina Nakada Grandinetti, Ph.D., Hawaii 
City Councilmember Joel Newton, Colorado 
Representative Angie Nixon, Florida 
Senator Andrea Olsen, J.D., Montana 
Representative Veronica Paiz, Michigan 
Sarah Parady, J.D., Colorado 
Representative Maria Isa Pérez-Vega, Minnesota 
Representative Amy Perruso, Ph.D., Hawaii 



Representative Laurie Pohutsky, Michigan 
City Council Member Jacqueline “Jack” Porter, Florida 
Councilwoman At Large Delishia Porterfield, M.Ed, Tennessee 
Representative Renée A. Price, North Carolina 
Assemblymember Steven Raga, MBA, MPA, MPP, MS, New York 
Director Justice Rajee, Oregon  
Representative Michele K. Rayner, Esq., Florida 
Representative Kari Rehrauer, Minnesota 
Representative Liz Reyer, Minnesota 
Representative Felicia S. Robinson, Florida 
Alderperson Michael D. Rodriguez, Illinois 
Alderwoman Rossana Rodríguez Sánchez, Illinois  
Representative Andrea Romero, Esq., New Mexico 
Representative Angela Romero, Utah 
Senator Kelda Roys, Wisconsin 
Alderman Shawn Rush, North Carolina  
Representative Cindy Ryu, Washington 
Representative Lindsay N. Sabadosa, Massachusetts 
Senator Julia Salazar, New York 
Representative Kim Schofield, Georgia 
Judge Elaissia Sears, Arizona 
Representative Samantha Sencer-Mura, Minnesota 
Alderman Byron Sigcho Lopez, Illinois 
Councilmember Desiraé Simmons, M.S., Michigan 
Representative Megan L. Srinivas, MD MPH​, Iowa 
Senator Art Staed, Iowa 
Representative Brianna C Titone, Colorado 
City Council Member Igor Tregub, California 
Representative Samantha Vang, Minnesota 
Donna Vanhook, MDiv, MA.NPM, Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisor, North 
Carolina  
Cipriano Vargas, California  
Alderperson Andre Vasquez, 40th Ward, Illinois 
Hawaii County Council Member, Rebecca Villegas, Hawaii 
District 17 Metro Councilmember Terry Vo, Tennessee  
Representative Julie von Haefen, J.D., North Carolina 
Councilmember At-Large Paloma Wake, New York  
Pittsburgh City Councilmember Barb Warwick, Pennsylvania 
Assemblymember Howard Watts III, Nevada 
Councilmember Ginny Welsch, Tennessee  
Dr. Jen Westmoreland, Hopkins School Board Director, Minnesota  
Estevan J. (Chuy) Zárate, Texas  
 
 


